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QVERRATED & UNDERRATED ACTORS. 





No.2, Mr. VANDENHOFF axyp ANDERSON, 


Mr. Vandenhoff, with some defects, with 
some deficiencies, and with two or three 
great qualities as an actor, cannot be con- 
sidered, even by enemies, as less than a 
good performer.’ We assert that he is a fine 
one ; but he must be seen in his own parts 
to be appreciated. Go and see Vandenhoff 
in a piece where he is merely the heavy 
man, and he is really bad—as bad as Mr. 
J or Mr. S ; again, see him in 
Jaques or a similar character, and you say 
he is as good as any living artist; but in 
Creon and Adrastus he has no rival; here 
he is admirable; his grandeur, his pathos, 








_ his power, and his passion distance almost 


every actor we have seen in ancient heroes. 

The idea of Anderson attempting Corio- 
lanus when Vandenhoff was in his company 
was about as silly a piece of presumption 
as George Bolton doing Hamlet—save the 
mark !—when Henry Betty was with him. 
Anderson seemed afraid of letting Vanden- 
hoff play too much at Drury Lane; but 
that tragedian has too established a fame to 
be depreciated by this jealousy—a jealousy 
but too common with all actors when in 
management. Our opinion of Anderson is 
not exalted. We rank him between Stuart 
and Hicks; though at one time he merited 
a higher position. He has the same defects 
as Vandenhoff—the want of vivacity, variety 
and rapid elocution—but he has not a tenth 
part of his intellect, skill and talent. 

Mr. Anderson was deteriorated in every 
respect by his American trip. He has he- 
come coarse and mechanical; in fact, he is 





now best fitted for the Victoria and east-end 
theatres; and even there Mr. Lyon, Mr. 
Saville, and others, cannot be called one 
iota his inferiors. We could name a dozen 
performers in no very brilliant position, who 
surpass Anderson in most respects. He is 
not to be compared with Mr. Cowle; and 
Mr. Robinson of Sadler’s Wells already exe 
cels him in artistical ability. Ponderous 
and studious in Othello and Hamlet, in 
nearly every part he attempted at Drury 
Lane; we cannot comprehend why he has 
been engaged by Bunn, who is a good judge 
of acting when he is unprejudiced. Were 
Mr. Anderson at Sadler’s Wells, without 
previous reputation, we doubt if he would 
stand as high as Mr. Graham; at all events 
he is, even in his best parts, merely respect- 
able; and by the side of that really fine 
actress, Miss Glyn, his incompetency to 
lead will be glaring. 

Had Mr. Anderson displayed generosity 
or manliness when in management, we, 
should have been less severe in our strictures 
but his generalship was utterly despicable 
in the highest position an actor can attain ; 
and therefore let this gentleman fall into his 
proper position, and let better actors have 
their fair chance. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. — 


DRURY LANE, 


On Thursday last a most respectable 
audience was assembled here long before 
the opening of the doors, which did not 
take place till nearly an hour after the usual 
time, in consequence of a bill being placed 
upon the doors, stating the indisposition of 
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Mrs. Sims Reeves, and that the comedy of 
the Belles Stratagem would be substituted 
for the opera of Fra Diavolo; on the rising 
of the curtain considerable disapprobation 
was manifested by the audience, and loud 
cries for the manager, Mr. Bunn, who 
shortly after appeared, and was enthusias- 
tically cheered by the audience; he stated 
his grief at not being able to play the 
opera, and the difficulty he laboured under 
in managing so large a theatre, and that he 
would throw himself, as he always did, upon 
the generosity of the audience, and return 
the money to those who wished it. A wag 
in the pit replied, ‘ah, that is all right 
Bunn, but who is to pay our cab hire?” 
This caused much merriment, and the 
comedy was allowed to go on. Now, a 
word upon this matter; if Mrs. Reeves was 
indisposed, there was other artists in the 
theatre equal in ability to this lady, who 
could have played the part—Miss Poole or 
Miss Isaacs would have done it quite as 
well, but it appears the great tenor objected 
to sing with any other than Mrs, Reeves, 
so that the whole arrangements of the 
theatre must be set aside and the public 
disappointed at the caprice of a single in- 
dividual. There is something behind the 
curtain which the manager would have 
done well to have brought before it; we 
were truly sorry for Mr. Bunn, who is 
hourly devoted to the completion of his 
herculean task to cater for the public, and 
who has great difficulty with certain persons, 
who if they had a grain of regard for their 
manager, or a sense of gratitude to the 
public, would never be guilty of such un- 
warrantable conduct. Mrs. Reeves could 
sing on the Saturday evening, which speaks 
volumes in explanation of this affair. But 
to our pleasing task as to the performance 
of the opera of Robert the Devil; thanks 
to Mr. Bunn, he has succeded in bringing 
as great talent before the public in this 
opera as Mr, and Mrs. Reeves can boast of, 
which we hope will make the manager more 
independent of certain individuals for the 
future. Robert the Devil was produced on 
Friday evening, with the following cast :— 
Roberto......... «+0..M, Fedor 
Bertram sees eeMr. Drayton 
Rembault.............Mr Manvers 
Isabella 
Alice,.....+. 


i ee 


~eeeeee..Madile Garcia 





It is seldom that it falls to the lot of the 
critic to record a performance signally tri- 
umphant in every respect. M. Fedor 
possesses a high tenor of great power, 
metallic in quality, and capable of execut- 
ing passages of no ordinary difficulty. His 
appearance is manly, and his dramatic 
spirit is such as fits him admirably for the 
expression of the bursts of passion to which 
Robert so frequently gives vent. In the 
famous song, with chorus, ‘‘ Fortune, be not 
now capricious,” his merits were first 
made known to the audience, and were 
quickly acknowledged by an enthusiastic 
burst of applause. The fine quality of his 
upper tones were shown to the best advant- 
age. The encore which was awarded was 
most completely deserved. In the gaming 
scene, the finale to the first act, M. Fedor’s 
dramatic power was displayed with excellent 
discrimination, and improved the favourable 
impression he had previously created. In 
the scene of the closter, in all the concerted 
pieces, and especially during the last act, 
his great intelligence, and his rare musi- 
cianly powers elicited the loudest appro- 
bation, and at once convinced the public of 
his numerous and sterling qualities. He was 
called before the curtain at the termination 
of the first act, and was received with gen- 
uine enthusiasm. The second triumph we 
have to record is that of the prima donna, 
Madlle Garcia. This lady is possessed of a 
very graceful demeanour and most intelligent 
features, and capable of great dramatic ex- 
pression; her voice is a high soprano, 
clear, and ringing in quality, and her ex- 
ecution is at once most facile and brilliant. 
The part of Isabella was entrusted to 
Miss Crichton, a young lady perfectly new 
to the stage, and a pupil to Signor Garcia ; 
she possesses a voice of surprising range, 
singularly powerful in the lower tones, good 
declamation, excellent taste, and finished 
execution. In the cavatina at the com- 
mencement of the third act, and also in the 
subsequent celebrated cavatina, ‘‘ My heart, 
all to thee was given,” she evinced the 
qualities we have enumerated, and was 
greeted with the most unanimous and voci- 
ferous approbation; this young lady, after 
having overcome the discomfort of a new 
introduction on the stage, will be a most 
‘important member of the lyric company. 
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The Bertram of the evening was Mr. 
Drayton, whose performance was charac- 
terised by much excellent dramatic intention, 
and whose singing was so correct and effective 
as to warrant our unqualified praise. Mr. 
Manvers undertook the character of Rem- 
bault, and acquitted himself in a very 
creditable manner. The scenery and ap- 
pointments are worthy of the most unquali- 
fied praise ; the scene of the cloister, where 
the nuns rise from the tombs, the palace of 
Isabella, and the Cathedral of Palermo, will 
vie with those of either Italian opera house | 
in point of breadth and brilliancy of tone | 
and colour. In the first-mentioned, the | 
dancing of Miss Payne, who possesses a | 
charming face and figure, and who, more- 
over, is a most accomplished artiste, obtained 
for her the full approbation of the audience. 
The house was crowded, and the applause 
enthusiastic ; the recalls were numerous, 
and after Madlle. Garcia, Miss Crichton, 
M. Fedor, and Mr. Drayton had bowed 
their acknowledgements, a loud summons 
was raised for Mr. Bunn, who gracefully 
received the unanimous verdict of approval, 


SADLER’S WELLS. 


On Monday, the bills announced the play 
of Timon of Athens, and the pantomime, as 
the entertainments for the evening, but 
about half an hour before the opening of the 
doors, bills were distributed about the thea- 
tre, stating the severe indisposition of Mr. 
Phelps, and that Bulwers play of the Lady 
of Lyons would be substituted, on the rising 
of the curtain, great disapprobation pre- 
vailed from all parts of the house, which 
caused Mr. Marston to step forward, who 
gave a true statement of the affair, assuring 
the audience from personal knowledge of the 
illness of Mr Phelps, the only grievance of 
the audience was, that many of them had 
not seen the bill’s prior to their entering 
the theatre, however the play was allowed 
to go on, and the audience appeared to be 
enraptured with the acting of Messrs. 
Marston, Robinson, Barratt, Mellon, and 
Younge, as well as Mesdames Marston, and 
Cooper, we never saw the play acted better. 
At the conclusion, Mr. Robinson and Miss 
Cooper appeared before the curtain. 


STRAND. 
' This house has been fashionably attended 














———— 


this week by a long list of the nobility, to 
witness the excellent acting of Mr. W. 
Lacy, and the extravaganza The Willow 
Pattern Plate, which has become a great 
favourite with the town. A new farce 
was also produced on Monday, entitled, 4 
Juvenile Party, the principle characters are 
extreemly well sustained by Messrs. Rogers, 
Attwood, and Romer, and Mesdames 
Morelli, Saunders, Maskall, and Mrs. Silby. 
The farce was quite successful, principally 
owing to the excellent acting of the above 
named artists. 
STANDARD. 


The crowded state of the house nightly, 
has rendered any change in the bill, we 
presume unnecessary, so that we have no 
novelty to remark upon this week. But on 
Saturday next, an extraordinary novelty is 
to be produced, which will no doubt excite 
some considerable sensation at this end of 
the metropolis. The pantomime continues 
nightly to increase in attraction, and is con- 
stantly received with roars of laughter and 
applause. 

CITY OF LONDON, 

This theatre is filled each evening literally 
to overflowing, and the pantomime continues 
to please as much as ever ; it is really a most 
mirth inspiring production, and decidedly 
one of the best of the season. The saloon, 
the pictures in which are alone worthy of a 
visit, is most excellently managed by Mrs. 
Dore. We hear that acontinued round of 
novelties are in preparation, and will be 
speedily produced in spite of the crowded 
houses which at present reward the exertions 
of Messrs. Johnson and Nelson Lee. 





GOUGH STREET, 

Tt is our pleasing duty to record our 
opinion of a performance which took place 
here on Wednesday last ; the performances 
began with The Heir at Law and another 
comedy, Speed the Plough. The first was 
supported in a manner which would have 
done credit to a class of performers who 
stand high in the estimation of the play-going 
public. To begin, we may mention first, 
Mr. Young, who undertook the character 
of Daniel Dowlas; this gentleman was 
“made up” for the part very well, and 
whose voice and manner in representing the 
vulgar chandler of Gosport did not fail to 
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gain him well merited applause. Mr. Price, 
as his son Dick, was equally good; he 
threw an air of consequence into the part 
after his good fortune to become a lord’s 
son, which shewed he knew well the author’s 
meaning ; nor was he wanting of feeling 
when he found he had injured himself in 
the estimation of the object of his love; 
his repentance was forcibly depicted, and 
his acting was altogether in keeping with 
the character. The Doctor Pangloss of 
Mr. ‘Terry was a chaste performance, and 
would have been excellent had he used a 
little more dash and action; this he was 
rather too reserved in, but in other respects 
his acting was infinitely better than any 
amateur we remember for years in this 
chayacter, he was well up in the part, and 
his latin quotations were correctly given. 
Mr. Blakely was very respectable in Henry 
Moreland, and got through the character 
agreeably. Mr. Munford, who played 
Zekiel Homespun, was in every respect 
clever; he rendered the character highly 
amusing and also interesting; it was a 
truthful representation of the honest rustic, 
and his acting throughout was duly appre- 
ciated by the audience. Of the female 
characters we are enabled to speak in the 
highest terms of praise; Miss Mortimer, 
who was the Caroline Dormer, is an exceed- 
ingly pretty and interesting person, and if 
it was her debut, may be considered a most 
successful one; her voice and delivery are 
delightfully pleasing, and her deportment 
very lady-like. Miss Horton, who we un- 
derstand, is a pupil of Mr. Hoskins, and 
who we had occasion to speak of a short 
time back, sustained the part of Cecely 
Homespun with remarkable delicacy and 
simplicity; there appeared nothing about 
her acting forced or studied; all seemed to 
come from her spontaneously and without 
effort; the scene with Caroline Dormer, 
where she tells her of the loss of her sweet- 
heart, was admirable for its truthfullness 
and simplicity ; and the manner she received 
her lover after the quarrel, when he came 
to apologise for his conduct, whether to be 
disdainful or to caress him, being fearful 
she would loose him for ever, was a piece of 
acting we have seldom witnessed since the 
days of Miss Kelly. This young lady has 
proved to us that she has a mind capable of 














sustaining characters of this description 
with great ability. In the comedy of Speed 
the Plough, Mr. C. Wilson, as Bob Handy, 
was very good, and if the others had been 
as well conversant with their parts as he 
was, the comedy would have gone off toler- 
ably well. Mr. Barrett made a tolerable 
Farmer Ashfield, but he was badly sup- 
ported. A dance at the end of the second 
act by all the characters, was creditabiy 
done, but it being a late hour we did not 
stop till the conclusion. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


J. NEWLAND, Norwicu.—Is thanked for his 
communication, 


Miss BLANCHARD.—We should have been most 


happy to have attended the performance had 
the letter arrived in time, 


L, L. D.—Mr. Widdicomb, of the Surrey, made 
his first appearance at the Marylebone, 
in the character of Lively, in a piece called 
All at Coventry, in 1815. Miss Chaplin first 
appeared at the Adelphi (see our memoir) in 
August or September. 


SEMPERONIUs.—Apply to Mr. Cooper, of the 
Norwich Theatre, or Mr. C. Gill, of the 
Leicester. 


Stace Strucx.—Apply to Mr, Gilbert, of the 
Soho Theatre, or Mr. Hartley, Gough Street, 
Gray’s Inn Road. 
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DRAMATISTS AND WRITERS OF 
FICTION. 

Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton, who, since 
the death of Sir Walter Scott, has held the 
first place in this country as a historical 
novelist, is almost the only example of a 
writer succeeding in the realms of fiction 
and the drama. Knowles and Lovell have 
written novels, and Seott and James attemp- 
ted dramas, but not with success commen- 
surate with {their popularity in their 
respected spheres. Nor can we think that 
Bulwer in reality has produced a drama iv 
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any way equal to his brilliant fictions. The | ceased to be attractive, and the novel com- 
fact is, that our dramatic authors, knowing | mands an enormous public eager for novelty. 


the limited resources of the stage, if they 
wish for present popularity, do not attempt 
to write high class plays of a tragic charac- 
ter. The taste for tragedy is declined, and 
Bulwer having equal tact and talent, has 
produced good stage pieces, but decidedly 
inferior in poetic power to the dramas of 
Marston, Horne, and other acted and unac- 
ted dramatists. 

Life is not what it was. The high and | 
spiritual ideals which a few men of genius 
hold are so far above the comprehension 
of the vulgar, that a tragedy like Strathmore 
and Philip of France will not be relished by 
those who admire the meretricious Richelieu, 
and clap-trap Money. 

In heroic times, when A®schylus and 
Sophocles wrote, barbarous as the people 
of Greece were in some respects, they were 
capable of a far loftier poetic appreciation 
than at present. In fact, a dramatic poet 
like Talfourd is now merely tolerated on 
the stage, though men of taste consider 
him one of the most polished and classical 
writers alive. 

There is no doubt that the number of 
novels produced every year is detrimental 
to the drama. In the time of Garrick, and 
even of the late Edmund Kean there were 
few good novels: for Fielding and Scott 
could not supply so many, but that many a 
leisure hour was left. But at this time look 
at the array of talent and genius here. 
Besides Bulwer, there are James, Dickens, 
Thackeray, the writers of ‘“ Jane Eyre,” 
* The Head of the Family ” ‘‘ Mary Barton,” 
&c., to say nothing of Mrs Gore, Carleton, 
Lover, Lever, Mrs. Hall, Miss Linn, Mrs. 
Trollope, &c. 

Whereas, how many dramatic authors 
are there to supply the market? about half- 
dozen of merit, and a few farce writers 
almost beneath notice. This tells a tale. 
Managers give but little encouragement to 
authors ; actors are not competent to embody 
their conceptions when they are of a poetic 
and abstract quality; and so, from year’s 
end to year’s end, we have the ceaseless re- 

iteration of the same old stock pieces, though 
the circulation libraries teem with clever 
works, 





a few words with you. 
are indeed scarce, Sir; very, very few have 





A CHAT WITH THE HARLEQUINADE 
FRATERNITY, 
Sir,—Adapting the maxim, “ brevity is 


the soul of wit,” I at once proceed to fulfil 
the promise made in my last; accordingly, 
the Surrey shall be my first house of call. 


Ah! not “on” till the “ transformation,” 
Milano! ’Tis well; for I would exchange 
Guod Harlequins 


claims to the “bat” and spangled suit. 
Oh! John (pardon my familiarity) ; were 
it not for the glittering and animated aspect 
of the dress, how could the public possibly 
tolerate one half of those parties whe at- 
tempt the character? Where flexibility of 
limb was looked for, aught but an immove- 
able compound of flesh and blood would 
then appear before us! The garment is 
indeed a deceptive one, for where there is 
light there is life ; and thus it acts an agree- 
able extinguished to the ungraceful move- 
ments of the would-be representatives of 
the “motley hero.” Am I not right, 
Milano? You hesitate: but perhaps it 
were better did you keep silent on the sub- 
ject. Ha! ha! “professional” snobs in 
the way! I see—* that’s your sort.” But, 
joking apart, your Harlequin is a merito- 
rious asstmption, and in some respects 
stands unrivalled. Your dancing is cer- 
tainly of a superior kind—highly finished, 
in fact; and as to agility, you are not 
wanting in that respect. In a word, you 
have much in your favour. Let me, how- 
ever, question you as to the propriety of 
infusing so large a quantity of posturing into 
the character. In my opinion, a little is all 
very well—the audience look for it, indeed ; 
but at times it becomes absolutely absurd— 
savouring as it does of the “‘ acrobat tribe.” 
I must admit that your postures are ele- 
gantly executed; but be advised, and 
moderate your courses in such proceedings ; 
it will be more in keeping with the character, 
Milano—and even then the public cannot 
fail to appreciate your abilities. Nay, 
Justice cries they must. 

Across now to Astley’s—there to speak 
with Mr. W. H. Harvey. Looking toler- 








Is it to be wondered then if the drama has 





ably well, Sir; glad to see it—glad to see 
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it! Fancy you did better at the Surrey a 
few years since. In fine condition then: 
your Harlequin was a rich performance— 
remarkable for neat and pretty dancing. 
Do not imagine that I wish to underrate 
your abilities now: far from it, Sir; for I 
still admire you—and not a little I do assure 
you. There is a smoothness in your con- 
ception of the character; nor is it exagge- 
rated to that extent as in the majority of 
our Harlequins, 

I would now crave the attention of Mr. 
W. Smith for a few moments. So, so; 
still at the Britannia! Great favourite 
there, it is said. Proud to hear it—very 
proud. Your are certainly a clever fellow 
(if I may speak thus boldly), and deserving 
the patronage of the “ nobility and gentry ” 
at a west-end house. There is much in 
your acting to call forth the admiration of 
the public: the natural ease, graceful 
motion, force of expression, and the marked 
attention paid to each scene, stand promi- 
nent anong its beauties. Your choregra- 
phical evolutions betray time not ill spent 
in the practice of the art; and the effective 
manner in which you delineate what is 
technically termed the “ ground work” of 
your “business” entitles you to rank 
among the foremost in the “line” you 
profess. One more thing I have to say, 
Smith. You are really a cruel Harlequin ! 
Many a times have I watched your forcible 
mode of applying the “‘ bat” to the “tender 
parts” of those around you: and oh! how 
I have sympathised with the unfortunate 
creatures when unable to escape your ven- 
geance! and this is done simply to raise a 
laugh : after that, Sir,—good night! 

Off now to the “ Wells.” As Harlequin, 
Mr. Fenton, you are very pleasing, but not 
great; but to acquire greatness one must 
have practice. In this particular ] fear you 
are deficient, sir ; but that is not your fault. 
You are engaged in a theatre, the doors of 
which are almost entirely closed against 
terpsichore ; nor is it to be wondered at, 
that on the arrival of Christmas your limbs 
are lost to that flexibility so essential when 
figuring as Harlequin. Never mind Fenton; 
you do your work creditably, and amuse 
the public—that is some gratification for 
you. More next week Mr. Editor, __ 

T. B——n. 
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NorwicH.—MAcaRrRTe’s AMERICAN CIRCUS, 
—On Monday evening and during the week a 
grand spectacle, entitled Kenilworth, has been 
produced here on a magnificent scale, by the 
following :—Mr. J. Samwell, Carlo Alberto, D. 
Hutchinson, Powell, Lenton, Francisco, Piquet, 
Coowerst, Mrs, Hutchinson, Valentine, Adrian, 
and Buckle. Business is very good. 


NorwicH.—THEATRE RoyaLt.—The excel- 
lent pantomime at this establishment continues 
to draw large audiences, who testify their an- 
probation of its excellences in a most unmis- 
takable manner. On Tuesday evening, being a 
juvenile night, the entertainment concluded with 
a favourite drama, supported by Mrs. F, 
Phillips, Atkins, Mr, Clarauce, Barry, Hawkins, 
Mrs. Clarance, Mr. Cooke, Bryan, Lawton, &c. 

WooLwicu THEATRE.—The great attraction 
at this place of amusement on Monday and Wed- 
nesday was the appearance of Mr, Henry Betty, 
son of the English Roscius, in Bulwer’s play of 
the Lady of Lyons, and Shakspere’s tragedy of 
Macbeth, The audience warmly welcomed Mr, 
Betty on his entrance ; and his fine delineation 
of the'youthful Claude was imbued with all the 
warmth and energy that possibly could be given ; 
it was a graceful, harmonious, and artistic per- 
formance, well worthy of the name he bears, 
Miss Edith Heraud made her second appearance 
on these boards, and admirably sustained the 
character of Pauline Deschapples, At the 
conclusion of the play the ‘stars’ of the 
evening were recalled, and enthusiastically 
cheered. Mrs. Newham, Miss Edwards, Messrs, 
Bedford, Fortescue, and Coates enacted their 
respective parts with great taste and ability. 
Mr, Betty’s Macbeth on Wednesday was chaste 
and classical. The soliloquy “Is this a dagger?’’ 
and banqueting scene were among his most suc- 
cessful points. The combat with Macduff was 
terrific, and the death struggle strikingly impres- 
sive. His masterly and effective representations 
not only awakened the sympathy of the very 
fashionable houses that greeted his engagement, 
but won for him repeated and long continued 
bursts of applause, ;, Miss Heraud was excellent 
as Lady Macbeth. 

LeicesTeR.—Mr. J, Aldridge has been play- 
ing some of his favourite characters to full 
houses, he is a great favourite here. 


MANCHESTER, — QUEEN’s THEATRE, — Last 
Thursday the performances were under the 
patronage of the Operative Masons, some of 
whom are amateurs; the performances com- 
menced with Shakspere’s tragedy of Richard 
the Third. The part of Richard was played, 
as the bill stated, by a gentleman (?) of Man- 
chester; his conception of the character, in 

















some instances, is pretty good; but he has no 
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voice at all suited to tragedy, and altogether he 
is too tame. We should reeommend him to 
study ‘‘ Murray ” before he attempts to appear 
in public again, Some of the other characters 
were tolerable, but they all lack grammatical 
education. The amusements terminated with 
the Cataract of the Ganges, which is very well 
bronght out, and capitally well played by the 
stock company; we may mention in particular 
the low comedian, Mr. R. F. Smith, who is very 
amusing, and who, unlike many of our low 
comedians, sits aside that low and vulgar buf- 
foonsry, which too many are so fond of. We 
feel assured this gentleman will become a great 
favourite. 


Arpwick GenTLMAn’s GLEE C1iuB.—We 
had great pleasure in being present at one of 
meetings of this unpretending club last week. 
The glees, “ Discord Dire Sister,’’ by Webbe— 
Danby’s ‘*Fair Flora Decks ”—Dr. Clarke’s 
“Is is the roar of Teviot’s Note”—and Mr. 
Phillip’s arrangements of “ What a merry 
merry life we Gipsies lead,” were admirably 
sung by Messrs, E J. Edmondson, John Phillips, 
Walton, and Smith; if this club promises so 
fair in its infancy, what may we expect when it 
has attained a more advanced age? We hope 
we may often have the privilege of being pre- 
sent at these meetings. 


Mecnanics’ InstiTuTION —The concert on 
Saturday last, was not so numeronsly attended, 
most likely owing ‘to the uufavonable state of 
the weather, in the absence of Miss Shaw, Mr. 
Pigot the celebrated Buffo Singer, sang an ad- 
ditional song, which we did not expect to hear 
from a buffo singer. The songwe allude to 
was “The Maids of Merry England, ’’ in which 
he was rapturously encored, when he substituted 
a very beautiful song entitled “Little Nell,” 
which he sang in a very beautiful style, his 
comic songs of course occasioned much applause 
and mirth, we understand he takes a benefit on 
Saturday week, when we anticipate a crowded 
house, we believe there are very few tickets 
left unsold already. 


CotcHEsTER.—Onur theatre closed last week, 
after one of the longest seasons we have had for 
many years. Mr. Mills’s benefit was a crowded 
one, and we are pleased to hear that upon the 
whole, the season has been a very successfu 
one. 


Dupin, THeatre Royat.—The Manage- 
ment has apparently given up reeular comedy for 
light farces and burlettas, Weak Points, The 
Spitalfield’s Weaver, Box and Cox, The Chris- 
tening, and the Light Troop of St. James's have 
been successfully performed during the week. 
In thelatter piece Miss Marston is spoken of 
as displaying great grace. and animation in the 
character of Lady Blanche. Mr, Granby too, is 











praised for his personaaion of the crusty old 
lodger, Grump, in The Christening. 





OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 





Puncn’s PLayHouse.—A new entrance has 
been formed in Surrey-street to the upper boxes 
of this theatre, which has been converted into 
an elegant amphitheatre. 


SapLER’s WELLS —The subject of the new 
play by the Rev. Mr. White, about being pro- 
duced at this theatre, is taken from Scottish 
history, the remarkable conspiracy of the Earl 
of Gowrie. 


Her Masesty’s THEATRE will be opened 
early in March, 


Mr, ConquEst, the enterprising and spirited 
manager of the Royal Grecian, is now in Paris, 
whether he is gone in quest of novelties. Several 
new dramas are in preparation here, and one of 
Egerton Wilks’s most popular, ones will be re- 
vived immediately, 


Deata or G. H. Ropwetr, Es@.—This com- 
poser breathed his last on Thursday. He had 
suffered much from gout in the stomach and 
other diseases. He was son of the late Mr. 
Rodwell, once proprietor of the Adelphi Theatre, 
and married the daughter of the late celebrated 
comedian, Mr. Liston, by whom ho had two 
danghters, who have grown up to womanhood. 
Mr. Rodwell was not only a composer, but an 
author; he wrote the novelsfentitled -* London 
Bridge,” “My Old Umbrella,” &c. He was 
also clever at writing aud getting up pantomimes ; 
perhaps the best he ever did was Bluff King 
Hall, and Harlequin Good Queen Bess, He has 
left a blank which will not be easily filled up. 
He was a kind-hcarted man, and all we can say 
is “* peace to his manes,”’ 





GOODNESS GRACIOUS! 


Oh, hour of death, speed, speed to me ! 
I wish but in ‘‘ my tomb ’’ te lie; 

The breast I love has ceased to be 
What once I deem’d—Oh, let me die! 


Go, hide that lock of wavy hair 

She gave me with a winning smile, 
1t. only shews how false, yet fair, 

The thing may be our hearts to wile. 


Oh! mem’ry cease! what pangs to dwell 
On moments passing sweet to me! 

Come death! my anguish’d thoughts dispel ! 
I crave but in thine arms to be, 


And when she hears this broken heart, 
As sad it beat it’s last farewell, 

Yet lov'd her still—a tear may start 
_ Iu eyes that were to me——a sell. 
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Princeass’s.—This theatre will be closed on | business of a single character, Benefits got up 
next Friday, in consequence of the dramatic | for Philanthropic and other Societies at very 
performances at Windsor Castle. reduced charges -and a company found if 
Genera THEATRICAL Funp—Mr. Macready | required. The office is open every evering 
has consented to preside at the next anniversary | where casts of pieces may be seen and every 
dinner, which will take place iu April. information given by CHARLEs G, GILBERT. G 
AMERICAN THEATRICALS. KOSSUTH, the HUNGARIAN rae | 
t hah . . |—BLOOMER COSTUME: Five beautiful ' 
wae teate, itd is aries, by which the public may” judge P| 
of Febreirs if this dress can ever become popular, are now 
ts added to MADAME TUSSAUD and SON’S ‘G 
T. D. Rice is playing at the Arch-street | EXHIBITION.—Admission—Large Room and 
Theatre, Philadelphia. Hall of Kings, 1ls.; Napoleon’s Shrine and -- 
Madame Celeste has been playing at the| Chamber of Horrors, 6d.—Open from 11 till 
Washington Theatre. dusk, and from 7 till 10.—BAZAAR, Baker Vo 
SSS S| | Street, Portman Square. -~ 
ADVERTISEMENTS, BS ald halt A Ov 
—————=——_~LL———— CASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOL™ 
GRATIS WITH THE DISPATCH — The | BORN. OPEN EVERY EVENING, Mag” 
second distribution ofthe Illusrated Coloured | nificently redecorated, and affording accommo- W: 
Chart of the Great Exhibition, will take place | dation for udwards of 3000 visitors, Mr, W. M, en 
on Sunday next, the lst. of February, on which | Packer’s splendid and well-known band will per- th: 
day all persons who were disappointed in re- | form nightly a new grand Comic Quadrille, ar- th 
ceiving a copy of this highly interesting satistical | tanged expressly for the present festive occasion- € 
document may secure one by giving orders to | entitled “Jolly Old Christmas ; ” also the en- pe! 
the Newsvenders in town or country, or by for- | tirely new compositious of Herr Lasitzky, cre 
warding them to the Dispatch office, 139, Fleet | viz., ‘‘ Die Warschaner’”’ and “ Werberzum sty 
Street. This highly finished Chart shows by | Tanz” Waltzes. The “ Belvedere,” “Elysium,” de! 
diagrams, in different colours and at one view, | and Waldschlésschlen” Polkas, The ‘‘ Olga,’ mc 
the number of persons who daily, during a period | “ Redowo,” and “ Washington” Galop; to- ov 
of five months, visited the Crystal Palace; the | gether with Jullien’s “Prima Donna,” Jolly’s fai 
amount of money taken at the doors,and derived | “ Beautiful World,” Zerbini’s “L’Elize,” and 
from various sources; and other valuable statis- | Tinney,s “‘Summer Flower’s” Waltzes.  T, ve 
tics, It is surmounted with an engraved View | Baker’s “ Little Marchioness,” Jolly’s “ Evening to 
of the Building, and has been prepared by | Party,” Farmer’s ‘¢ Wedding,” and Keenig’s 
Corporals A, Gardener and J. Mack, of the | “ Blue Bell” Polkas, Also the following Qua- we 
Royal Sappers and Miners, and copied, by per- | DRILLEs—“ Prodigal” & “ Exhibition "’ Jullien, pa 
mission of the Royal Commissioners, for the | “Oak and Ivy,’’ Zerbini, ‘ Matilda,” Coote, Ri 
Weekly Dispatch, In consequence of the ex-| and “Bon Temps,” Montgomery. ScHot- Ss 
pected large demand for the Chart, over and | TESCHES—“‘ Queen’s,” Marchan, “ Carlotta,’ he 
above the enormous issue on the 4th of Jan-| Zerbini, “ Madeline,” Frewin, and “ Leonora,” . 
uasy, it is earnestly requested that all orders | Jarvis. Gatops—“La Gazelle,” N. Mori, of 
may be sent in at the earliest possible period. | —‘t Duke of Cambridge,” Ernesto, “ Amazon Vi 
and Tiger,” Jullien, ‘* Cuckoo,’’ Gungl, and fet 
SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 73, | ‘* Edina,” G. Stanley. M.C.’s Messrs. Giovan- fir: 
Dean Street, Soho, The above elegant Theatre | nelli, Wood, and Henry Mott. The picture he 
(which has been splendidly decorated and will | galleries, divan and balconies, command th. 
contain 700 persons) to let, nightly or weekly, | a complete view of the ball room. Doors 
for public or private performances, concerts, | open at Half-past Seven, and close at Twelve. su 
lectures, private rehearsals, &c. Charge for | Admission 1s. ler 
concert (including gas) £5, Mr. Gilbert pre- 
pares pupils for the stage, comprising instruc- SUBSCRIPTIONS. or 
tion in the grammar of the stage, elocution, the Foot Months .......c0e0eeeeeeeee8 One Shilling se 
: MS DROS 000.000 cence cee covcee cee Two Shillings. 
use of the foils and broad sword, the art of Twelve Months.......0+ s-sesseee0e Four Shillings. M 
‘making up” the face for character, the| published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock for hi 
cheapest mode of preparing a wardrobe, with - gee pegs aA Colinn, a Fischetzort, to Seis ai 
absolute practice of acting on the stage; the | Harris, Blackfriare-road ; Scales, 195, Shcreditch ; and all Z 
method of procuring an engagement, and all | Booksellers and Newsvendors. su 
information necessary to prevent the tyro from Be sopra i. Beyweot 120, Docengete . Dwg Ww) 
being subject to the usual annoyances and Lavenpeol. To be had by 60 fen te cay ‘of the Provincia go 
impositions, - Instruction given in “the stage {| Towns, 





